
Service From the Heart Since 1984

Silent Voices believes that God is the Author of life, that all human life is valuable - born and preborn - and that

abortion is never the answer to an unplanned, “crisis” pregnancy.  We are dedicated to giving compassionate,

practical assistance to women experiencing unplanned pregnancies, providing accurate information about the realties

and possible consequences of abortion, and offering help, hope and healing through a personal relationship with

Jesus Christ to women already struggling with the trauma of abortion.

Silent Servant Awards

We honored 10 people at our 20th Birthday
Celebration for their “Silent Service” to Silent
Voices during the past decade - they are: Lida
Derry, Roger Gerber, Mike Farmer, Linda Parker,
Stephanie O’Connor, Alex Budi, Fred Dow, Susan
Pearce, Vivian Butler and DeAnne Hunold.  Well
done, good and faithful servants!
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HeartBeats
From the Director...

Greetings!  June 11th  was a special day for Silent
Voices - we celebrated our 20th “Birthday” with a gathering
of old - and new - friends, and had a great time looking at
pictures, talking about places we’ve been, and praying for
our future.  It’s just so hard to believe that we’ve been
serving the women of San Diego for 20 years (to say nothing
of the women around the women who’ve been touched by
our work in their countries)!  I know that when we started in
1984, we all hoped that our country would realize the
tragedy of abortion, and that the laws would be changed.

Twenty years later, abortion is still the “law of the
land,” and there’s an entire generation who has never known
anything BUT unrestricted access to abortion.  Many of
them know that they were a “choice” - and that their parents
have “chosen” not to give birth to some of their brothers and
sisters.  We can see the results of that in our newspapers.

As we look ahead it’s hard to have much optimism
that things will ever be different.  Abortion will probably
always be part of our society.  That doesn’t mean that we’re
driven to despair - just a realization that Jesus is coming
soon, and our time is short.  We will continue to follow
Paul’s commands from Colossians 4:5,6 and Ephesians
5:15,16 - 

“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming
the time.  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned
with salt, that you may know how you out to answer each

one.”  

“See then that you walk carefully, not as fools but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”

We thank God for the MANY ways He has blessed us
over the years - for His faithfulness to provide for every 
need - for His loving care - for the strength He gives us each
and every day - for the wisdom and discernment we need
with every client who calls or walks through our doors, and
for all of you who pray for us and labor with us in this work! 
To God be the glory - great things He has done!

In His Service,

Sharon Pearce
Director

True or False???

No Christian Church ever accepted
contraception as morally permissible before
1930.

The anti-contraceptive laws of 19th century
America were passed by Protestants for a
largely Protestant America.

The leaders of the Protestant Reformation
were strongly opposed to unnatural forms of
birth control.

All three statements are true!

One of the most surprising things we’ve
learned during our study of Natural Family Planning
(NFP) is that until 1930 the Protestant church was
unanimously opposed to contraception!  

The modern contraceptive movement that we
know of today actually started in the 1860,s not the
1960's.  In 1839, Charles Goodyear accidentally
discovered the vulcanization of rubber which led to
the manufacture of condoms.  Population control
advocates (including Margaret Sanger - founder of
Planned Parenthood) were very active in the late
1800's, aggressively promoting contraception, and
opening birth control clinics in ethnic parts of town.

In 1873, Anthony Comstock, a Protestant
Reformer, initiated the Comstock Laws that forbid
the manufacture, sale, possession or distribution of
contraceptives, as well as advertisements for them
through the mail, in the D istrict of Columbia. 
Similar laws followed in other states.  Margaret
Sanger violated these laws by opening clinics and
sending her magazine The Birth Control Review
through the mail.

On August 14, 1930, a “revolution” occurred
at the Lambeth Conference when the assembled
Anglican bishops broke with the previously
unanimous Christian teaching and allowed unnatural
birth control devices and practices. (The same church
that “led the way” on the acceptance of birth control
is also “leading the way” on the acceptance of
homosexuality!)  Within just a few years, because of
the extreme hardships of the Depression, more and
more Christian denominations followed the Anglican 
example and relaxed their positions on contraception,
until, finally, by the 1960's, the Catholic Church
stood alone in its opposition.

Why is this important?  Because it shows
that acceptance of “contraceptives” is a relatively new
phenomenon within the church (archeological
evidence shows that civilizations from early Biblical
days were using primitive forms of birth control). 
Could it be that the sexual revolution of the 1960's
was only possible because the church was no longer
“salt and light” - that the widespread acceptance of
contraception within marriage made its use outside
of marriage that much easier?  And - did the
widespread use of imperfect “contraceptives” (every
contraceptive drug/device has the potential of failing)
came “unplanned/unwanted pregnancies” - pave the
way for the Roe v Wade and Doe v Bolton decisions
of 1973 that legalized abortion “on demand?”

Birth Control & Christian Discipleship by John F.
Kippley and The Bible and Birth Control, by Charles
D. Provan are excellent books for anyone who wants
to do their own research on this subject.
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